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He accordingly urged Gennadius to assist Columbus to enforce discipline, concluding his letter in characteristic fashion: " If you desire victories, most excellent son, if you are anxious to secure the safety of the province committed to your charge, nothing will help you more than an increase of zeal in the lives of the bishops, and the suppression by your means of intestine warfare among the Churches."l
In 594 Gregory wrote in very urgent terms to Columbus and to Victor, who had succeeded Adeodatus as Primate of KTumidia, to hold another council, and take immediate measures against the growing evil.2 But neither did this council, if it was held, produce much effect. Certainly two years later we find Gregory renewing his old complaints about the spread of Donatism, and the wickedness of the Catholics who permitted their slaves and children to be baptized by the schismatics. On the whole, we may conclude that the synods held in Numidia in the first four years of Gregory's pontificate failed to accomplish any notable result, though they may have been effectual in arousing the zeal of individual bishops.
In the same year 594 a council was held at Carthage against the Donatists. The Emperor, possibly at Gregory's instigation, had sent strict orders to Africa that the schism should be suppressed. Dominicus accordingly convoked a synod at Carthage, at which it was decreed that any bishop who was negligent in searching out and punishing heretics should be degraded from his rank and should forfeit his property. As this was meant to apply to the bishops of all the African provinces, Gregory was somewhat apprehensive lest the primates of the provinces should take umbrage, and he urged Dominicus to be careful not to do anything which might lead to discord, since in that case it would be impossible to combine the forces of the faithful and successfully combat the schism.8
Although the Emperor's decree was received in Africa, it does not appear to have been acted upon. Zealous bishops came to Eome, complaining that the laws of God and the commands of the Augustus were equally disregarded, and that they themselves had suffered persecution on account of their zeal for the Faith. Gregory sent these bishops on to Constantinople, with an urgent letter from himself to Maurice (August, 596) 4: 1 Epp. iv. 7.        2 Ibid. iv. 35.        3 Ibid. v. 3.        * Ibid. vi, 61.nwilling to apjwar to put any nlight on tins primate At
